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TWO VIEWS OF GANAL

Much Depends on Tempera-
ment of Observer.

IMPRESSIONS OF ONE VISITOR

Optimist Sees Cannl Gloriously Com-
pleted; Pessimist Sare It Won't Be
Finished—Sudden Traasformations
Golng on All the Time—No Reason
Why Americans Should Not Visit.

One cannot be long in the Canal Zone
without coming to the conclusion that it
is a land of contradictions, and this char-
acteristic accoun:s, doubtless, for the con-
tradictory reports concerning the isthmus
that are dated at Colon and Panama,
writes Rev, Dr. Franeis E. Clark, in the
Boston Transeript.

One man can see nothing but misery,
miasma, and mistakes; another nothing
but health, happiness, and hope. It de-
pends partly upon one's point of view,
but even more upon one's habit of mind.
One does not need to be much of a muck-
raker to find plenty of muck (at least in
the streets), On the other hand, if one
lifts up his eyes he seces that the stars
@re still shining over the Canal Zone, that
the greatest canal in the world is becom-
ing a tremendous fact, a fact that is
growing more and more impressive day
by day.

If one has a moderate gift of imagina-
tion, and can project himself into the fu-
ture a dozen years, or even less, the isth-
mus most notable and
inte 4ll the world, If, on
the
sees

becomes one of the

esting spots in
other b , he 1

immediately
lands in Col he
the most God-forss
stool.
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utes. Al of which proves that canal dirt
is fiying, and fiying at a tremendous rate
already,

Mr. Stevens told me that to-day the
sofl was being exeavated at a rate twice
2s great as on the very busiest month of
the French occupation, Their record
month was 340,060 guble yards of excava-
tion, In March £00,000 yards will be exea-
vated, and even now the expected limit
has not been reached by any means,

Thirty thousand men are now c¢mployed
in different capacitizs; 4,000 carpenters
and builders; §,000 are digging drains
and laying pipas for sanitary purposes,
&e, These figures are difficuit to compre-
hend, but when one goes up and down
the lines ag I have done more than once,
he sees that this enormous azrmy of
knights of the spade and hammer are
actually at work bringing things to pass.

The difficulty now is not to dig out the
sofl and rock, but to dispose of it after-
ward, but this is being overcome, though
it meang the laying of miles and miles
of new track and the vast enlargement of
all the railway relling stocic.

Energy on Ali Sides,

All these preparations and accomplish-
ments impress the beholder with the tre-
mendous energy and determination with
which the big job has been undertaken,
and give him confidence that it will be
successfully completed. It seems as if
the energy of our strenuous President, to
whom the canal project is so dear, had
been infused Into the managers and heads
of departments all along the line.

As most of my readers know, the prob-
lem now is not to dig a wide, deep ditch,
but to form two great lakes more than
thirty miles long and elghty feet deep in
the deepest part, and how to build dams
strong enough to retain this enormous
body of water, so that we must adjust
curselves to another contradiction of cld-
time ideas, and try to imagine that canal
making in the Zone Is not so much ditch
digging as lake making, with two com-
paratively short canals at either end.

There is no more interssting place in
the world to-day than the Canal Zone;
there are fow healthier places; there are
good steamers to bring visitors here and
|one good hotel at least at the Panama
end where they may stay, and there is no
{reason why thousands of Americans
| should not come and see for themselves
{how Uncle Sam spends their money in
| making the canal, to which every man,
woman, and child in the Union wili have
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Japanese Children Vote for Wash-
ington or Lincoln.
According to the Kobe Herald,
| Washington and Abraham Lincoln rank
even Admiral Togo as popular herces in
Japan. ‘The Herald it Dr. Ya-
makawa, formerly of Tokyo
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| Lincoln came out at the head of the list.
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man cities since Upcle Sam began to
dig the canal in good earnest. Old resi-

dents"” who took up their abode in those

cities a year ago tell me that they hardly

know the towns to-day as the same ones
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Boom Towns Spring Up,

All along the line of the raflway from |
Colon to Panama neat viilages have
sprung up almost in night. There are
more boom towns in the forty-eight miles
of that short railway than anywhere else
in the world in the same distance. An
these boom towns will continue to hoo
for they have ¢ to stay, at le v
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On the Grand Scale,

Portable houses, wterial for houses
by the hundred, are uui» red. stores or all |
kinds by the million dollars’ worth;
cranes, dervicks, dredging machines,
steam shovels that can dig away a small
mountain in a month, are some of the
equipment which one sees on every side.
Everything is on the biggest and mest
powerful scale. The puny little French
engines that one sees, some of them in
use and some cast aside, Jook like ehild's
toys compared with the great moguls that
are now hauling the dirt av

On our journey from Colon to Panama I
passed gravel train after gravel train
carrying the dirt to the dump, A friend
told me that he stocd at one station for
three hours and, during that time, a long,
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|is certainly a triumph ¢f scientific m
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a complete somersaull
a platform some feet off.

ok
track

| The arrangemen y which this remark-
able feat is achieved are notable for their
simpiicity, {

The necessary gyvrating impulse is given
to the car as it reaches the base of the
incline by the arrangement of the guidiag
rails in relation to the track itself. On
the incline, which starts at a height
| of fifty feet from the ground, are a pair
of broad tracks for the wi s of the
car, and between these a pair of guide
rails.

The car is kept to these rails by four
ball-bearing rollers, two in front and
rwn behind. The former presg the sides
1 while the latter run in
§ on the tops of the same. This
arrangement, combined with the sharp
upward turn of the rails at the of
the incline, gives the car the ne sary
| twisting impulse just as it leaps inio the
| air. . For the front wheels of the car re-
| main on the track, while the hind
tilted up by the back rollers, whic
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| We encountered many
\uuns. of our journey,
| Petrarch.

| Of course the fellow with
{ phone would have his joke.

| “The melancholy gentleman
right,” he said, “is Petrarch,
ln\nl Laura. Some say
love him, but I don’t believe that.
{events, she must have liked him. If he
iwasn't the poet Laura lked, how ecame he
{to be the poet laureate?”
L The sally provoked no littie merriment,
!fm- a number of our party were from the
teountry. There wus especially a new
bride, who lhuuglu it ner'euu} killing.

| From

tells |

celebrities in the
and among them

the
to
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Laura not
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From the Catholic Stapdard.

“S8herry I'm sho late, m'dear,”
| Dingle, apologetically, “but shome
‘juker.\' stopped me an’ wouldn't
go—""

“Indeed?” interrupted his wife. ““Why
didn’t you take the brick out of your hat
and hit them with it?"
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loaded gravel train passed every ten min- REACHING A SERIOUS STAGE.

PENSION FOR AGED

England Studying Results
Achieved in Australasia.

NOT REGARDED AS A CHARITY

Ausiralinns and New Zealanders
Think 0Old People Have Right to
Sueh Rewards — Standard Unit
There Is 82.50 Per Week—Englaund
Thinks This Is Too Large.

It was ex:rly in February that the Brit-
ish chancelior of the exchequer, Mr. As-
quith, in the Heuse of Commons, speak-
ing for the government, répz2ated the as-
surance that the cabinet, and especially
the premier, ardently desired to estabiish
oid-age pensions; only they could not :ce
where the money was coming from. 'The
prime minister was particulaviy «mphatic
in his first official utterances about it In
condemnation of all centributory or in-
quisitorial schemes by which pensions
would be conditioned upon certain contri-
butions through previous years. His great
rival for the favor and support of the
British middle classes, Mr. Cramberluain,
had from the first harnessed up old-age
pensions Into his protection team, says
“E, H, C.,” in the Boston Transcript. In
consequence the curious turn in party
politics has been witnessed of the free
trade contingent of Mr, Chamberlain's
jingo following, deploring the pensions on
the ground that they are of the very es-
sence of socialism and socialism is the
antithesis of free trade; while the Pro-
tectionist Chamberlainites are saying that
the Liberal government, avowedly free
trade, cannot grant old-age pensions n
consisteney with the principles of Cob-
denite finance. The best living scientific
authority on humanitarian questions from
the socio-economle point of view, Mr.
Charles Booth, has reaffirmed his est-
mats of two years ago that for endow-
ing half a milllen old men with pensions
of about a hundred dollarg a year $100,-
000,000 will be necessary, and he boldly
declares that he knows of “no way in
which an expenditure of up to J10C.000,000
a year could be so well applied for the
welfare of the whole people.”

Speculate on Asquith’s Plans,
«Of late Mr. Asquith's intentions have
| been the subject of a good deal of spe.u-
and inquiries bave beén posed W
him in and out of Parliament by trade
unions, befricnding socletles, and poor-law

| latior

authorities,
Leen able to discover whether he has veen
| actually at work upon & pactical proje
of legislation or not. Meanwhile the ex-

periences of the Australian communities
| which have established old-age
New South Wales, Vicloria,
Zealand, are being freshly studied, espe-

us these colonies, one and all, seem
determined to go further in the a-
have started and to o at

programme o
age penslons
whole commonwealth,
for any deserving person to
pangs of povacy owing solely
age or infirmity. N -
t has already been done in
at a joint commisslon was appoint-
ed two years ago for all Australasia to
| consider the working of the existing pub-
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! lle pensious for the aged, and the report
| of that ¢ mmission is very “timely.” It
at New South Wales' pension
$2.50 a week for a single son and for
married sons ¢1.87 g week each, Other
esources do not bar the eligibility to a
‘]‘--mh» wided the total income does
| not vud s.»w a year, A pension may

be -h.mul at sixty-five, and physteal un-

fithess justifies sn earlier applicati In
New Zealand the amount of pension is
{ the same, and the conditiong are pra
| tically identical
Victoria Not So Liberal,
Victoria is not quite go liberal, the max-
imum pension there is §2 a week, In New

South Wales and New Zealand the pen-
sion is granted from year to year, but in
and for aii. In New South
is a penalty for

oria once

there

i pensioner with drink. The
commiss concludes that the pensions
ln en well bestowed and have ac-

1 their end in making more

rtable, “as they deserve,”” m thcir

Jining years persons wiio have vecoms
stitute through no fault of their own
most fmportant defect tho
seeks to remedy Is that throu
s some d ving persons u

d to be able to suow che Je
sidence in a particulasr colony te
them to the benefits of the pensions, ¢
it »uld theretore put the old-age pen-
sion & 'm under the control of the com-
monwealth, so avoidi conflict of regu
lations of the various Stales,

The only n appars 19 he to extend
the benevolence of the State. That the
root of the matter is in. the Antipodes s
| shown by the emphasis with which this
commission declares, az a f[ndament:l
principle, that “eld-uge pensionsg should
be granted as a right and not as a « har-
ity.” The main rpose of the ecomniis-
ston seems to be to pe e lle com-~
monwea to take over the systems of
the various States, plac.nz ali in charge
of a commissioner responsible to a min-
ister of State, with a deputy commission-
er for each State

Totai Cutlay $7,500,000,
"he total outlay for the commonwealth
estimated at about §7.500,060, from
a considerable reduction would be
1de the “indigent aliowunces" or
propriations for pauderisin now given.

The report has been before the Australian
public for some time now, bat the com-
| monwealth parliament has not yel ven-
tured into the rzalm of practical i-gisla-

upon it, the suggestions
made arv irly in line with the general
s of Australian public opinion

th
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and feellng,

The difference of attitude between Aus-
rali» and Great Britain towasd this sub-
be measured in the insileptad
$£2.50 1 werk is considersd
corxmonwealth
pensicn,
porson has had the courage to pro-
PUSEe A X i oof e
However, that the thing iz talked of at
ull in England, and especially llmt it is
in the programme of the party in power,
in i at least, is sufficiently re-
markable among !he signs of the times.
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' Judlcial Assamption,

! From the Philadelphia Ledger.

| “Do I understand, your honor, that
{a commission of lunacy is m pass on
| this defendant?”

| *“Such is the decision of the court.”
“Then, veur honor, I move a second
| commissicn in lunacy te determine the

im(-n:ul condition of the first and a
| thitd for

i Put the court interruptad, "Despite
| the attitnde of the attorney,” it re-
‘murkcd. “we must assume the exist-
ence of some sanity.”

! He Couldn’t Tell.

{

Trom liarper's Weekly.

“Did I get your fare?’ demanded the
| conductor, grufiiy.

“1 gave it to you,” replied the pas-
senger, wmeekly, “but I don't  know
whether you or the cempany got it.”

Nobody yet seemg (o lave]

he standaid unit of |
whiie in Engiand ne respon- |

1an 3.2 a week, |
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The Growth of Skyseraper Construc-
tion in New York,
From the Engineering News

With an enormously rapid growth in
number of tall buildings in all distriets
of the city, residential, commereial, and
finaneial, the downward recession of the
streets from the level of free light and
alr is reaching a serlous stage, In
Europe, with vastly less pressing cond!-
tions, there is already a distinct recogni-
tion of the fact that the welfare of the
community requires restrictive measures
to protect against this. The question of
interspacing of buildings and proportion
of free ground ared are of - mewhat dif-
ferent character, yet related. In some
sections New York City is already ap-
proximating a state where it has eontact
with the atmosphere only along the
house fronts and the roofs.

The worst feature of this is not the
restriction of Hght or air, because the
bulldings must be made attractive to ten-
ants, and self-interest, therefore, waiches
over these desiderata in a measure. The
serious thing is the transit question.
Great assembiages of people are massed
along narrow streets, with usually only
one tributary street, a street utterly in-
adequate to give passege to all in an
emergency, and badly congested even by
the normally distributed traffie, May it
not be feasible to sccure by the general
building regulations such provision of
passages, courts, and lanes in the sky-
scraper reglons as would give more elbow-
room in the s{reets, at the same time
insuring a more healthful condition as
regaras light and air distribution, and
greater opportunity for esthetic develop-
ment of the city?

The subject of encroachment of bufld-
ings on street and sidewalk space, both
at the surface and overhead, is a related
matter for careful study. The unfortu-
nate, injurious conditions existing in most
cities are so patent, and have so often
forced themselves on the attention of
nearly every thinking citizen, that no de-
tailed ruvu-m e to them is raqulrcd here.

FAMINE INCIDENTS IN CHINA

Death from Starvation a Readside
Incident Causing No Remark.

Stolcal Demennor of the People ufpn,,r dean

They Wait the End-Re-
lef Work,

I cannot write anything, says Willlam |

{'T. Ellis in the Missionary Herald, but the
X tin harrowing, Inescapable facts
before eyes., If I could for an hour
shake off those thin, trembling hands that
clutch my oat as [ pass through t

famine camps, or could dhut out the ery-
ing of the children, whose bitterest wail-

ing brings them no bread, or the sight of

the mothers and widows wailing over
| dead, I might write a famine report that
would satisfy the reader with scientifi

supplying |

his head.

it China a celorless

bumps on

coun-
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ing, its low mud villages, and

their |
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PROGRESS OF A PEST

All

Acéusatioxis Against
Sparrow Are True.

ENORMOUS DAMAGE IS DONE

Furthermore, It Has Surrendered
Its Instinets Withent Advancing
Its Reason—Is Now of No FPleasure
to Observer—Decrease of English
Clubs Consldeved a Calamity,

Winter is offen clalmed as an admlirable
time for observation of birds. They show
up with distinctness, they grow tame
with the cold, and approach our dwell-
ings; if the number of specles s fewer
thep in summer, our natlve birds atone
by superfor boldness, and they are, after
all, more worth our admiration than most
of the migrants. Those who have en-
joyed this feature of winter, when, as the
blind and foolish say, the country is dull
and ugly, will bave found their pleasure
steddily dwindling duing recent years,
says the Loandon Qutlook. The cause lies
vot in themselves, or in any failing of
zest, but in the degeneration of the birds,

I write with a picture of a garden lying
in the midst of a favorite bird haunt
fixed in my mind. In the tracery of the
trees are shown up uncomely lumps that
look like clods thrown up at random.
These are the nesis of sparrows, who
have lately taken to this unnatural choice
of locality for no other reason than want
of room elsewhere. For this garden is
dominated by sparrows, They roost so
thick along a hedge in it that at evening
it looks like a tree in heavy frult.

In a holly-bush they are packed tight-
ly enough, and so low down as to attraet
rats, For crumbs thrown from the win-
dow they will compete even with a dog,
just in some suburbs they scem tu
have lost all proper fear of the eat, I
knew n delightful and very humane old
woman who spread out suburban
lawn a quarter of a loaf daily “for the

birds.” Every day the old
cat hid behind the laurel, and

a8

on a

woman s

].\, ry day eaught Its poor dear bird feed-

|

of brown, |

ountless array of grave mounds on
side. Now, clogse to bared human |
T wre, I see the people in the strong,
erude colors « nitive art. A famine
death here is not like a deathbed in Chris-
tendom. 1t 8 a roadside matter, with
t curious spectators, uncaring and un-
} looking on unmoved at the last
conv s with which spirit moves body,
and hearing, almost as an 2
the death ratile in the throat,
of ten came down from the north ce
t thr perishing from hunger by th
way. In the city where I write the father
succumbed and fell beside his dying child
in the gutter. He expired friend
The crowd let him die and le in
; friend, belng a missionary
saved the life of the child and
L r the re wder of the famiiy.
eiemental st xg gle such

to beast sel-
a waman with

s of them suffering

fre in a mat hut three
feet three (u[ wide, and four feet
long, 1 was not astonished to learn that
her husband had deserted her; that has|
been t way of some hushands in every
such The astonishing fact is
{that =0 many parents and husbands are
| loyal; it is royally common among these
fu fa » victims to find the par- |
| & nd emaciated 3 the little

comparatively ruddy. True,

or giving
drowning
ion of

Even

> seiling

i even
usu an '.\pn

the « l ila's rlfare

them,
solici-
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away |

sale of littie dau ers )mn slavery mus:

not be judged by Occidenggl standards.

Several mothers have besought me to buy |
iildren or to accept them as a

gift, T morning I had pressed on me |
by a forlorn mother as healthy a speci-
i men of Chine babyhood as one would |
care to p Having been driven from |
the refugee camp, with her family and
pr\‘-w“l“l% on a wheelbarrow, she was on |
he back to the country to starve, |

1 feared she spoks truly. ‘\

with which, having ex-
ilities of bettering

stelcism
all pos
a Chinese

his

hausted
iot,

end in an interesting and admirable trait
ithing of a pose about this; it is

. learned in a long, long school of
vmdmmm» and suffering. When a farmer
said to a jonary whom he kuew, “I
have been ten days in the camp, but I
could not get a morse! of food, Now 1

am going back home to eat my dog and
then starv he meant literally that.
Thiz dole of thirty daily cash—equiva-
lent to 1% cents American currency—the
Chinese government pledges to give ey

will sit down to awalt the |

sufferer in the famine district north of the
Yangtze River. It really seems as if the |
higher officials are in earnest, and ex-|

raordinary efforts are being made to pre-
vent “‘squeezing” by the other officials
trrough whose hands the money must
pass,

CATULLUS ODE V.

s et vivemus,

Lesbia, rd love,

let us live

mid we be thwking of
Things that won't be solved for ages?

Heedivg not the words of sages,
Suns may rise and sot and rise,
Things that wou't be sulved in ages.

Den’t aficet a Paradise.

vise and set and rise,
So on, to the millionth power,
Don't affect a Paradisc
Where my Lestia is a flower,

Buns

So, on to the millionth power
Kiss e, and forget to eount,

Where my lesbis is a flower
Bees teck uot of the amount.

Kisz me and forget to count—

Wea were never good ut samming,
Bees reck not of the amount,

They just sip and keep on humming.

We were pever good at summing.
Let ws imitate the bees—

They just sip and keep on humming;
Let us do just as we please,

Let's be like the busy bees!
What's the use to borrow trouble?
Let us do just a8 we pleasy,
Life¥—it's but a rainbow bubble!

What's the use to berrow trouble?
Why shonld we be thinking of
Life? Jt's a rainbow bubble,
Lespia~Jet us live and love!
Y g ~New York Mail.

ing on the crumbs. In a state of nature
the cag would have had to find new flelds
after the second attempt.
Henvy Toll on Farmers,

Much has been written of
| tiveness of the sparrow, of the h
that he levies on farmer, and
need of his extermination in behalf

All these accusations
Tegetmeir has a«

the desiruc-
ge toll
the

of

the

agriculture.
Mr.
proof long s

tru
ntii no more Is needed,

of sparrows to the coun-

amoun
jut there i hier accy
ere SPATTOW,

en brought inte court. Thanks to the
widance of food which hig bol
» nd to the prote
surrend

sation, equally
which hag not

on

y and

of instinct
untidiness
low
n the lofty
boughs. They
build n« ~l° but rather pile stooks
h they burrow haoles Yet now
relic of picior that
ded appears in their ac-
London ledge last

ot

for a long straw
side It was ap-
tiil one day, whe
mpleted, the cock bi
i, suddenly ashan
. The aw 'St
in his d determined to
have away t. For some time he
tugged in vain, till at last, with a fi
splendid ¢ t, he balf the nest
gver the ledge

Life Made Easy,

This straw may

taken to show which

wind blows with domestic |

All adifficultles have been so

tempered to him by the support of men
and their dweliings and their crumbs,
that he has nc need to struggle for ex-
and for want of that happy in-

ive is on the way to degeneration, It |

be s
out
out among rak
been overcrowded,
hag flourished progressi

I always faney that sparro e bi
ger now than they *d 1o be, just as tl
pigeons in ithe park, ge and overfed,
have developed Into what, if we could
reckon by weight, and to some extent by
color, might be called a new species
More than any bird sparrows disregard
the seasons, t! h here the pigeon gi
a parallel A I watched sparrows
building with great vigor during the

would not
e broke
broken

¥ have

rising if one year some

oits

but hither-

ar

week of November, and I think it is lik
Iy that they will develop the habit of
roosting in the old nests g the win-
ter, in the way of the wren, which |
will congreg in pae of six or eight!
in old nests. 1 know one instance where
several of rhem were killed by the fall

of a swallow's nest,
a burden had crushes
evening. ]
Is Following the Starling.
When
it beco

into which toe great

4 bird begins to lose its instinets
a thing of no ple

observer, and gener: unie domest

cated, a creature of considerable danger
to its nelghbors. The starlir lost
instinet in the same way as t! oW,
his nesting-places grow less and less:
cleanly, The proper principles of econ-
omy in nest building do ndt much concern
them, A bird that builds in a hole

not lt‘lil_\lll'll L0 extravagance and cannot |
display untidiness; but in the motger of

ege-lay

» no animal has so dang
ly di ied natural care
drop eggs on the ground an

the only pity
to hive no «
their pecies.

this waste a
the multiplic
Like the sparrows
starling is now a hostis humani gen
though still no birds are more bea
to wateh when they maneuver theiy
talions with Prussi sion and more
than Japanese mobility the spaces of
the air against

In ‘«‘I:F:.:l the
bird protec
that many

is that
ect

in
@ winter sky,

humanitarian view
the right one. 1 gee
boards are protesting

of

against Hm hhxv ase of cormorants, and
writers are found that the
Lird *‘zervea no us in the
great eme of nature.” should a
bird serve a useful purpose? Existence
itseif is a purpose. It is enough that the
gpecies is .on the earth, flies over the

surface of the wat
it with incredible skiil,
Enemy to Chaffineh.

Subordination 1o ‘*useful bpurposes of
natural economy” is demanded of no bird,
beast, or insect. The phrase Is cant,
the argument would justify that
extinction of man” demanded by the Gir-
ton milkmaid. But the case ig different
when you come to the artificial protec-
tion of any species till it interferes with
the liberty angd productiveness of other
species. The sparrows drove the last of

and swims below

“total

ered his in-|

speak, adva
in trees
. Here and there|
in the manner of
man, building in flats; two
milles housed more or less
h oth in an amorphous stack

1ong them, as #t has!

when |

, on a cold winter's |

and !

the chaffinches out of St. James' Park.
They are driving other small birds out of
Hertfordshire gardens; they are heiping
to drive the agricuitural labor t¢ the
towns, Against them a jehad, so often
preached, cught to be practiced, and win-
ter is the season for the campaign. With
a4 sparrow net half the gparrows in a
garden may be caught in an evening, K
there {8 any convenlent roosting ground,
and the free use of it may be recom-
mended even on the higher humanitarian
ground, The gradual decrease of the spar-
row eclubs, once very general and popu-
lar, has been almost a national calamity.
The sparrow has his place; he is de-
lightful to watch, always interesting and
‘full of character, but—tonjours moineaux!

WHERE THE EXTREMES MEET.

Highest Mountain Peak and Lowest
Depression Within 75 Miles,
From the Chicago Record-Herald,

Death Valley, which is famous for
many things besides its name, has long
been heralded as containing the lowest
spot of dry land in the United States.
The United States Geological Survey
has just been computing its depth ac-
curately by means of a spirit level, and
the results show that until the Salton
Sink was turned into the Salton Rea by
the overflow of the Colorado River,
Death Valley was not entitied to the
distinction, Its Jowest point is 276 feet
below sea level while the Salton Sink
had one spot 257 feet below. The final
computations have not been made, but
fhe error In the case of the Death Val-
ley measurement will not be over three
feet at the outside.

It is an Interesting fact that within

5 miles of this extreme low land there
is to be found the highest point in the
United States. That is the tip of Mt,
Whitney, which Is a foot or two over
14,500 feet above sea level. Both are
in the Southern part of California. The
United States has from many points of
view been called a land in which ex-
tremes meet, but this physical peculiar-
ity wiil give it a better title to the
phrase than it ever had before. South-
ern California may boast not only of
the extreme high and the extreme low,
but also of the extreme febtility and
the extreme desert, the extreme of real
estate booming and the extreme of ad-
miration on the part of both residents
and tourists alike, and, last but not
least, of the extreme in the way of
““filsh” stories about fruit. San Francisco
which has nothing but extremes of
earthquake, race prejudice, and ecivic
corruption, is hardly in the running,

RURAL PLUTOCRATS.

Disappointed Banker Found No Notes
to Shave,

“I went out to an auctlon sale to
shave a few notes the other day,” said
a Kansas banker to a correspondent of
the Commercinl West “but it was a
| very lonesome proc u«ulng

"I had been letting the clerks of the
bank do it before, and this was my
inrsx trip in flve years. I noticed the
|huyx»r£ bidding off the cattle and im-
| plements at high prices and thought
{ there would ba a fine day’'s business.
| “Then came the time of gettlement
|
|
|

{and I gat out my fountain pen and pre-
pared to write the notes and mortgages.
The first farmer gave his check for his
| purchase The next paid in cash; the
next three with checks—not on my
bank as it bappened. I grew discour-
| aged and sat back and watched those
‘Muh-» rats put up their money.

{  *““Out of that sale of more than $1,500
| worth of material just $36 was not
lmm in cash or cheek, and the gwner
| was mean enougk to allow the buyer
[to take that purchase without giving
{a note, The farmers lgughed at me and
lxn‘ked what I came out for.”

'MILLIONS BY REFINING WASTE

Sawdust, Coal Refuse, and Abattoir
By-products Valuable,

the Profits of Standard 01l
Said to Come of Utilizing
Once Useless Things,

Half

A statisticlan who hag been computing
| the wealth in waste by whose utilization
| in recent years many millions of dollars
has been added to the weaith of the na-
tion, points out a few of the materials
formerly thrown on the dump heap that
| now 1d a substantial sum annually in
profits, says the St, Louig Republic,

!  For many years bituminous coal opera-
away slack as waste. Now it

yie

tors threw

commands at the mines 7 cents a ton.
| The increase is largely due to the de-
mand coming from makers of cement.

Formerly they bought lump coal and pul-
| veriged it. Now they use slack. The
| anthracite coal operator has found an
| even greater source of wealth in the culin
| banks, upon which are to be found not
only the accumulated deposits of rock and
other mine refuse of half a century, but
At one time the smallest market-
able size was nut. All below that was
dumped on the culm bank. Later
within the last two decades, it was dis
swwed that very fine coal was just a
ffective, if not more so, for yse in ma

coal,

! e

facturing plants, and then come in pez, !

buckwheat, and rice sizes. Then some
operators conceived the idea of reclaiming
the vast wealth yal from the
heaps, and washeries were established all

of «

ev'n |
i

LONDON'S NEW BAILEY

Old Prison’s Suecessor Is
Gaundy Structure.

ARRANGEMENT INCORVENIENT

Seats for Only Five Newspaper Men,
“0ld Bailey” Made Memorable by
Charles Dickens, Who Treated of
¥ts Envirenment in Three of His
Best Known Novels,

The new architecture of London does
not lack variety, and that is perhaps the
best thing that can be sald of it. The
Strand and Whitehall are now a fantastic
medley of styles and periods, with Gothie
Renalssance; sham classic, and modern-
ized French and Italian jostling one an-
other out of dignity, writes I. N, Ford
the New York Tribune. In the Strand,
the law courts designed by Mr. Street ra-
main unrivaled by scores of recent struc-
tures as a magnificent example of new
Gothie; and while the new war office in
Whitehall and the ministerial offices for
the board of trade and the local govern-
ment board, opposite Westminster Abbey,
are costly and pretentious buildings, each
with four towers, peither has the distine-
tion and simplicity of the Scettish baro-
nial pile designed by Norman Shaw for
the metropoiltan police, and each shrinks
into insignificance when compared with
the late Gothic houses of Parllament,
with the rich pattern of the Henry VII
chapel carried out in detafl on a large
scale.

The New Balley is Mr. Mountford's con-
tribution to the latter-day glories of the
metropolis. It hag a tower and a dome;
perhaps these were indispensablie when
8t. Paul's was so close; and justice, with
sword and scales, has a lofty perch 2%
feet above the pavement, With $1.500,-
000 invested in this showy structure, the
exterfor ought to be more impressive than

it is; and the interior of the criminal
eourts, on the site of Newgate prison,
ought to be more commodious. Modern

architects seem to exhaust their resources
in designing highly decorative exteriors
and splendid central halls. The new ad-
miralty is perhaps the only one of the
public offices in which the rooms are weil
lighted and work can be done comfort-
ably. The law courts, Somerset House,
the treasury, and t public offices in
Whitehall beyond it, have probably the
darkest rooms and the most inconvenient
arrangements for working forces of pub-
Hic servants to be found in any great capi-
tal. The New Bailey, with the main
criminal court for a metropolis of 8,000,000
of the just and the unjust
five presg men!
Dickens Knew It Well,
The Old Bailey was a ¢

has seats for

reer of London

of which Dickens knew every stone. He
described the quarter in detail in three of
his books. It was the scene, in £
Charles Darnay's trial in “A Tale o
Cities,” when the pillory and whipping
post were ornaments of “a k ily

inn-yard from
out centinually

wkich pale trg
in carts and co

violent passage to the other world.” 71
was five Years before the burning of
.\'ewgalc and the liberation of the pris-

oners by Lord George Gordon's followers
—events whic h were described in “Barna-
by Newgate was then & nhew
prison, * George Dance had bullt it in
1TW; but from the twelfth eentury there
had been eells, a gallo tree,
rough implements of justice on the
mous site. When Pip came up to I
don the prison was a grim stone buildin
with the biack dome of St. Paul's tower-
ing above it, as siroiled around the
corner from Smitafield; and with Mr.
Wemmick as his guide, he passed througn
the lodge into the interior of the jall, saw
the fetters hanging on the walls, and
waiched the prisoners behind the bars
as their friends chatted with them, or the
potman served them witl

N “ga'c- has been transformed since the
of “"Great Expectation In the big
central hall, under the dome, Pip woauld
now marble pillars, stained glass,
painted panels, and a series of portraits
of famous men; and the stately marble
{ined corridors leading out of it into ocak-
paneled courtrooms and offices would -be
a palatial er onment n  comparison
with the squalor and neglect of the felon-
yard which ¢ ¢ under his eyes. It would
now be as difficult for him to find the
office of Mr. Jagge the Old Bailey
lawyer near by in Bartholomew Close,
it would be for honest,

and all the
fa-

ne

beer.

e

as
obstinate Gabriel
Varden to identify the spot where he was
jostled and roughly handled In the riots.
Environment Has Changed,

Everything around the reconstructed
courthouse has changed except ths
church opposite, St. Sepulchre, where the
bell used to be tolied when a murderer
was hanged, and where, during an earlier
period, a nosegay was presented to every
condemned criminal when he set out in a

ecart on his last journey up Holbora to
Tyburn tree.
The

Blue Ceat schoel with its pictur-
and grounds has since gone,
quest for the little rocm where
Coleridge, Southey, and Lamb were wont
0 recile verses in their youth wouid be a3
yidle as the hunt for “The Salutation afid
i Cat,” where Sir Christopher Wren used to
{ smioke Lis pipe when St. Paul's was under
struction. Old Norman St. Bartholo-
clote at hand, having surviv

| over the anthracite field, by means of! ssitades of unresirained resto
! which the coal fs washed from these|tion; and the Charter House is beyond !
banks and broken over sereens into mu.md swarms of American tourists m
sizes desired. ‘:rnm une (0 other after May day.
| During the long continued nmhmp;g..} Dickens pilgrims have ceased 1o hunt
| strike in 152, when coal wag bringing as ! for the old Saracen's Head, St
| high as $20 a ten in Philadelnhia, with a|Sepulchre’s, whence Mr. Squeer ut
i supply unequal to the demand, even at|With fresh recruits for his Y
| that price, tons were reclaimed trom the | school, and while there is still an open
rivers in the hard-coal field, where h..d|'~ﬂ are in Clerkenwell, it is not an easy
| been washed for years f:um the mlm-s task to fellow Charley Bates and the
{lyl:xg along the muany small tributaries | Ariful Dodger, nor to run down Mr. Fang
emptying inte them. and rind local color for the scenes of
Quartz rock, @t one time considered! ‘Oliver Twist.” Ths New Bailey Itself,
worthless, is worked over into glass, | With its lavish ornamentation and ne
and sawd , under hydraulic pressure fangled architecture, svems to frown upon
i heat, is formed into a solid | &Nl the assocfations which have made the
belng moided into any | Site of Newgate historic. There are 5 few
i cells for the tempors confinement of

| 8
‘\' kfle in Norway u.mduﬂ is mu ule to )h Id

tacetic acid, wood naphtha, tar, and
estabiishmen's have a long list

| of h\-!uwl'n tx. The former waste of ths
{ abattoir now yields an annual valuation
of approximately 200,000,000, while cotton-
seed hy-products were valued in 190 at
| $42 000,006, \\H b amount is probably dou-
; time. The vice president of
rd Oil Company is authority
statement that for the last ten

for th»
{ years raore than one-half of the profits

TN bave been made out of
wnufaciure of by-nroduets,

Factorics hiive been erected in this
country and in Eurcpe for converting
ping needles into forest wool. This s used
for mattresses and furniture, for manu-
facture inte hysglenic articles such as un-
dervests and chest protectors,

Kiilled by a Daisy,

il"n‘m the Lendm Chromicle,

| A young woman named Boyd, of Parton,
| Cumiberland, was picking flowers for a
funersl wreath, when she slipped and the
stalk of a Michaslmas daisy entered her
wrist. A piece of the stalk remained in
the wound for eleven days, set up luck-
jaw, and death ensued.

evildoers, but the ;,ldmu i of
site, with memories of Jack
and Titus Oates, Daniel Defoe and
William Penn, has passed away. Justice
soaring aloft with sere poise Is blind

to all the traditions of a famous environ-
ment. .

She \\ as uppo"-tl to Slang,

From the Beston Herald

While teaching the district scheool at
Carolina, R. 1., Miss Eva Matleson, now
with a Providence s¢ ed the
following interesting from a
certain fond motler

his lady was more remark

1o, re

ruction

inst

le for lier

egolism than for the old school gentility
sue professed o have,
She nad moved into the village from

the city snd was most soiiciious that the
well=hresdd manners of her lttlo daughter
Muriel should not be contaminuted by
cuntact with the country children.

“Always sec that she has your best at-
tantion,” said she, “and be very caveful
that she associates wilh no little child
thst uses slany, whith Muriel has pnever
heard. Above all, do not havee her sit
near that Williams boy. | knew his
father in Providence and (confidentially)
they're a bum lot, the whole push of
them.”

s




